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EXTRACT rROM THE PREFACE 
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Dr. PRIESTLEY's LETTERS 


TO TRE 


DEAN or CANTERBURY, &c. 


; RITING to the Dean of Canterbury, who is at 

the head of a college in Oxford, I was inſenſibly 
led to addreſs myſelf to the young men who are in a courſe of 
education for the chriſtian miniſtry at the two untverſities. For 
this, I hope, to obtain their pardon, 1f not their thanks. 
What I have done proceeds from an earneſt deſire to awaken 
their attention to a ſubje& that moſt nearly concerns them, 
and through them the public, whom they are deſtined to 
lerve. 


To have gone on, as many have done, from generation 
to generation, ſubſcribing what they have not conſidered, 
and then maintaining it becauſe they have ſubſcribed it, and 
becauſe they would be diſtreſſed if they ſhould abandon at 
once the fruits of their ſubſcription, can only have ariſen 
from a want of attention to ſo ſerious a ſubject. The moſt 
important and the plaineſt of all truths may not be per- 
ceived, till it be diſtinctly pointed out. But when atten- 
tion is excited, the ingenuous youth, who would otherwiſe 
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EXTRACT FROM THE PREFACE, &c. 


have gone heedleſsly on, as thouſands have done before him, 
will ſtart at the apprehenſion of a wrong ſtep in his con- 
duct, as at the ſight of a precipice before him; and then, 
whatever be the inconvenience of retreating, he will ſee 
that it muſt be better than to proceed. 


May the God of truth open all our minds, and lead us 
into all truth; and eſpecially may he give us the courage to 
acknowledge it, when it 1s diſcovered, The conſequences 
of this may, in certain circumſtances, be painful, but they 
are temporary ; whereas the conſequence of perſiſting in 
crror, and of living in the perpetual violation of integrity, 
while it fills the ingenuous mind with anguiſh here, muſt 
be followed by much greater anguith hereafter. Such con- 
duct requires only to be fairly exhibited, It muſt at once 
be feen to be unworthy of a man, and much more fo of 
a Chriſtian, and a chriſtian miniſter, 
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TO THE 
Y Oo U NGO M E 
Of Subſcription to Articles of Faith, 


GENTLEMEN, 


| | USE the addreſs of a ſtranger, whoſe 
/ apology for it is an earneſt deſire of contribut- 
ing what may be in his power to your forming a 
right judgment concerning ſome ſubjects, which 
it imports you to underſtand, and of giving you 
ſuch repreſentations of things as you are not ſo 
likely to receive from any other quarter. In many 
things, no doubt, your profeſſors and tutors, are 
much better qualified to give you inſtruction, than 
I can pretend to be; and with reſpect to theſe, I 
am very willing to ſubmit to their ſuperiority, and 
to your's. But with reſpect to ſome other things, 
you may eaſily imagine, that they may not have 
been in the way of having their own attention 
called to them ſo much as mine has been; and 


therefore, with the beſt intentions in the world, in, 


the diſcharge of their duty to you, they will natu- 
rally be lefs explicit in their inſtructions, It is in 
A Nv 


* 
£2 
* 
1 
. 
: K 
1 
5 i 
8 
* 
1 
. 


i 
* 


— 
43 


e 


— _ — * — 

1 f 9 — ö : 
7 * g 

* NK 3 * 


— 


2 LETTERS TO THAT 


no other caſe that I would preſume to ſolicit your 
attention. To your own good ſenſe, and candour, 
I theretore entirely refer myſeif, If by reading this 
addreſs you ſhould lee any thing in a new and juſter 
light than you have hitherto done, my end will be 
anſwered; and if not, it will not be much.of your 
time that will be loſt upon it. My own time I can- 
not better employ, than in making the attempt. 
As thoſe who are deſigned to teach the princi— 
ples of the chriſtian religion to the reſt of the com- 
munity, I conſider you as deſtined to fill a ſtation 
of the greateſt honour and importance in your 
country; and I wiſh you to be truly ſenſible of the 
honour and importance of itz not to make you 


proud of the rank it will give you, but to inſpire 


you with an earneſt deſire, and a laudable ambi- 
tion, to diſcharge the duties of it in the beſt man- 
ner. For in this caſe only, does any man either 


receive honour from his ſtation, or do honour to it. 


In order to teach religion with advantage to 
others, you will agree with me that it ought to be 
well underſtood by yourſelves; and we cannot ex- 
pect to underſtand any thing of this conſequence, 


without giving proper time to the ſtudy of it. Ar- 
ticles of faith are things of moment, and therefore 


we ſhould not form a haſty judgment concerning 
them, but deliberately weigh before we decide. 
And in this reſpect it is that I muſt take the liberty 
to requeſt you ſeriouſly to conſider the propriety 
of your preſent cuſtoms, as you are required to 
ſubſcribe to what it cannot be ſuppoled you have 
had ſufficient time to ſudy, and therefore cannot 
+ be ſuppoſed to anderſtand. 

Such a cuſtom ſuited perfectly well with the 


times of darkneſs and bigotry, in which it was 
eſtabliſhed. 
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eſtabliſhed. The great object then was the public 
rofeſſion of the ſame faith, which it was thought 
could not be ſecured too early; and the extinction 
of all ſchiſm, which it was thought could not be 
too carefully guarded againſt; and not ſolid inſtruc- 
tion, and a well grounded knowledge of what was 
profeſſed. This could not have been gained with- 
out previous enquiry, and diſcuſſion, in which there 
would have been ſome hazard of perſons forming 
different judgments; and then the favourite article 
of the unity of the catholic church would have been 
in danger of being broken. ; 
But, happily, we now ſee things in a very dif- 
ferent light, We refuſe to receive the principles 
of philoſophy, and certainly ſhould not receive thoſe 
of religion, without being ſatisfied, from proper 
evidence, with reſpect to their truth, Whatever 
uſe there may be in nion, there cannot be any in 
ignorance, or in an agreement in words without 
an agreement in ideas, And it 1s 1n vain for per- 
ſons to pretend to an agreement in judgment, when 
none of them have formed any proper judgment 


in the caſe, having made no previous enguiry, on 


which alone ſuch a judgment can be formed, 


Two blind men may agree in their evidence with 
reſpect to the colour of an object, but would any 
jury be influenced by ſuch evidence? And no 
better than this is the agreement of men in arti- 
cles of faith, concerning the truth of which they 
have made no enquiry. | 


Perſons can then only be properly ſaid to think 


alike, when they ſee things in the fame light, and 
when the ſame arguments have the lame weight 
with them. But in order to this, there muſt be a 
previous clear perception of the ſulject concerning 
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which a judgment is to be formed, and an equally 
clear perception of the nature and force of the 
evidence on which it is formed. Alſo the morg 
important any ſubject is, the greater care ſhould 
we take to form a right judgment concerning it. 
Since, therefore, religion is of all ſubjects the moſt 
important, it behoves us to take the greateſt care, 
and conſequently to employ the molt time, in in- 
veſtigating the principles of it. 

By no means, then, ever declare your aſſent to 
any articles of faith (and the moſt ſolemn of all 
declarations is the mode of ſubſcription) before 
you have carefully conſidered what each of thoſe 
articles is, and have really ſatisfied yourſelves that 


you ſee the evidence on which the truth of them 


is founded. If the ſubſcription be tendered to you 
before that proceſs has commenced, or before it 
can have been completed, reſolutely decline it. It 
becomes every honeſt man ſo to do: becauſe other- 
wiſe he ſigns he knows not what; though he vir- 
tually ſays that he has confidered what he has done, 
and is ſatisfied with reſpect to the propriety of it. 
If you would not ſet your hand to a common bond, 
without previouſly reading it, and approving of it, 
ſurely your minds ought to revolt at the idea of 
ſubſcribing articles of taith which you have not ex- 
amined. And yet ſome, I fear, do this without hay- 
ing ſo much as read them, or being able to ſay 
what propoſitions they have ſigned their aſſent to. 
The probability is, that the greater part of you, 
who will ever think of reading this addreſs, have 
already ſubſcribed the articles of the church of Eng- 


Jand; having done it upon your admiſſion to your 


firſt degree, previous to the time allotted for the 
fludypt them, than which nothing more prepoſterous 
ö can 
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can well be imagined *. In this caſe, as perſons who 
have onintentionally done wrong, proceed no farther, 
and do not, by availing yourſelves of any advantages 
accruing from it, make that to be a deliberate falſe- 
hood, which originally was nothing more than an 
overſight. Truth and uprightneſs require that you re- 
nounce your ſubſcription, and every thing conſequent 
upon it. Becaule, *till you be ſatisfied that what 
you have ſubſcribed is true, ſo that you could bong 
fide repeat the ſubſcription, you ought to conſider 
ourſelves as not having ſubſcribed at all. 
I take it for granted, you will not think that 
religion is the only ſubject with reſpect to which a 
perſon may be lawfully guilty of a known falſe- 
hood, or prevarication ; or that God, in whoſe 
preſence the ſublcription is made, 1s the only Be- 
ing who may be ſafely mocked and trifled with. 
What can you hereafter ſay to any man, who ſhall 
have made a falte declaration of any other kind, 
or have taken a falſe oath, when you will be con- 
ſcious to yourſelves that you have made a declara- 
tion in which there was as little ſincerity, and that 
you 
The ſtudents at Cambridge are wholly employed in the 
ſtudy and cultivation of the Clafhcs, Philoſophy, and the 
Mathematics, during their firſt four years, or for the twelye 
terms, which the ſtatutes of the Univerſity require them to 
keep, in order to their being admitted to the degree of 
Bachelors of Arts. Conſequently, as they are obliged, upon 
taking this degree, to ſubſcribe bona fide to the thirty-nine 
Articles, they do in reality declare their full aſſent and 
conſent to the truth of a ſet of propoſitions, before they have 
had any opportunity of examining them; of ſtudyipg the doc- 
trines which they contain; or, indeed, of underſtanding any 
thing at all about them. At Oxford they ſubſcribe at their 
matriculation, or firſt admiſſion into the Univerfity, when 
they have only juſt finiſhed the common education of a gram- 
mar ſchool, and of courſe, at a time, when they are more 
converſant in the Pagan Mythology, than they are in the 
Holy Scriptures, | 
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you made a ſolemn profeſſion of what you did 
not know to be true, or might have known to be 


falſe; and that you reap the benefit of ſuch falſe 


declaration and profeſiion ? 

This, Gentlemen, is a caſe that will not bear 
arguing. Every upright mind muſt decide upon 
it immediately; and all the attempts that have 
been made to apologize for ſubſcription to arti- 


cles of faith that are not really believed, or, which, 
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is the ſame thing, have never been examined, or 
for holding the poſſeſſion of any thing to which 
ſuch a ſubſcription introduced a man, can only ex- 

oſe the chicanery of thoſe who have recourſe to 
them. In any other caſe ſimilar to this, every 
clergyman would ſay with David, As he Lord liv- 
ell, ſuch a thing ought not to be. But how many 
of them are there, to whom, after ſuch a declara- 
tion, it might be ſaid, Thou art the man? 

This is certainly the caſe with all Arians and 
Socinians in the Church of England, of all who 
admit the principles of Dr. Clarke's Treatiſe on the 
Trinity, or any other, in which the Son of God is 
maintained to be, in any ſenſe, inferior to the Fa- 
ther, or to be no proper object of prayer. For in 
one of your creeds it is expreſsly ſaid, that of the 
three perſors in the trinity, no one of them is before or 
after the other, Sc. and in your litany petitions are 
addrefled to God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
as well as to God the Father. 


With the greateſt reſpect, Jam, 
Gentlemen, 
Your fincere well-wiſher, 


J. PRIESTLEY. 
LETTER 
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07 the Study of the Doctrine of the Trinity. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HOUGH I do not mean to trouble you with 

my thoughts on many articles of your chriſti- 

an faith, there 1 is due which, on account of its pe- 
culiar magnitude, cannot help recommending to 


your moſt deliberate conſideration, viz. the object 


of religious worſhip. From the nature of the thing, 
you cannot but be ſenſible, that z&is mult be an 
article of the firſt and laſt importance; and there- 
fore on this ſubject you certainly ought not to form 
a haſty or raſh judgment, but bring to the ſtudy of 
it your belt taculties, and give It your cloſeſt 
attention. 

In a matter of this conſequence, Jet no man, or 
body of men, judge for you, but honeſtly and 
fairly judge for yourſelves; becauſe you are indi- 
vidually reſponfible for the uſe that you make of 
your faculties. Conſider that, on the very ſame 
principle on which any perſon in this country may 
imagine that he may ſately acquieſce in the judg- 
ment of the church of England, a perſon in France 
or Italy will be juſtified in acquieſcing in the judg- 
ment of the church of Rome, and may receive 
without examination the doctrine of transſubſtan- 

tiation, 


Ry 5 28 "IN EX . —_— = 2 = — —_ 
+4 e S 4SE+ 2 ads 


2 - > Tg - — © r on Br” _ Ee — 2 22 — Digs -—-- — oo * 
— RS 1 7 PRs Cn Y © . : <a WW __ 7 : a 
: bf F ? ; , v is + =, 7 — — r " _ 
. 2 K 2 FRE” , q 1 0 K Nee acai 
—— —ů—— 1 —w — m 7 — — — — — — - 4 — 1 
— — * 3 _ — ME” 8 <4 — 2 . . * * 0 1 I 8 & 2 — PASS, N OY 
2 2 > I : : =? — YES __ 2 423 22 4 * | => Cakes 
n 5 - - 5 2 Pe - 5 . £ 
o 
bo . = ens 


— 


> 
„ ren 


— 
1 3 
, 1 


— — 


* 


—* 


* 


IE 


* 
$ 
| t 
F 
i 
| 
7 
1 
#4 
if 
* 


_ 


rere 


INOS 
* . — WW" 


8 LETTERS TO THE 


tiation, or the worſhip of Mary and ail the Saints; 

If you are ſenſible that they ought not to bow 

down and worſhip Mary, on the authority of the 
church of Rome, neither ought you to worſhip 
the Son of Mary, on the authority of the church 
of England, but ſhould firſt ſatisfy yourſelves, 
whether the Son of Mary be your God and maker, 
If he himſelf have a G-d and Father, and the ſame 
God and Father with vourſelves, you are brethren ; 
and you ought no more, without an expreſs divine 
authority for it, to worſhip him, than he ought to 
worſhip you. You are equally dependent upon 
the ſame great God and Father of all; and neither 
of you have any thing but what he gave, what you 
are alike accountable to him for, and what he 
can reſume at his ſovereign pleaſure, 

But I do not mean, in this addreſs, to enter into 
the particulars of the argument with you, but only 
to exhort you, though with all poſſible earneſtneſs, 
to enquire and judge for yourſelves. And do not 
think yourſelves unqualified to form a judgment in 
the caſe. As far as reaſon is concerned in the dil- 
cuſſion, uſe your reaſon; where ſcripturè is appealed 
to, conſult the ſcriptures; and when recourſe mult 
be had to antiquity, carefully read the monuments 
of it, eſpecially in the writings of thoſe who are 
uſually called tbe Fathers, fo ſtrongly recommended 
to you by the Dean of Canterbury ; and for this you 
enjoy uncommon advantages, in the noble libraries 
to which you have acceſs. We diſſenters have no 
ſuch privileges. All the knowledge we get of this 
kind is the reſult of much trouble, and much ex- 
pence. 

If, not wholly relying on your own inveſtiga- 


tion, you have recourſe to the aſſiſtance of others, 
read 
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read the pubFeations on both ſides of the queſtion, 
and pay no regard to the authority of names, but 
only to the weight of argument. 

The Dean of Canterbury, I am ſorry to per- 
ceive, has only recommended {ſuch works as were 
profeſſedly written in defence of the doctrine of 
the trinity, which is not of a piece with his uſual 
candour and liberality. Very different from this, 
and certainly more worthy of a chriſtian and pro- 
teſtant biſhop, is the conduct of the preſent excel- 
lent biſhop of Llandaff; who, in the 4% of books 
which he recommends to the ſtudents in divinity, 
has inſerted works written for and againſt every 
doctrine of importance. 

As this great queſtion is now in the courle of 
public diſcuſſion, between myſelf and the ableſt 
writers of your own church, and you cannot be 
wholly unconcerned ſpectators, read the produc- 
tions of both. You may be well aſſured that, con- 
fidering the ability of the writers in favour of the 
doctrine of the trinity, their number, and the zeal 
with which they enter into the controverſy, toge- 
ther with the opportunities which they and their 
numerous friends (who will not fail to give them 
all the aſſiſtance in their power) have of conſulting 
the moſt. valuable libraries, every thing will be 
produced that can be favourable to their argument, 
If, therefore, it be poſſible to prove that the doc - 
trine of the trinity is not contrary to reaſon, that 
it is agreeable to the ſcriptures, and that it has the 
countenance of primitive antiquity, it will be done. 

But if, after all that can be alleged, you cannot 
help thinking that three divine perſons muſt be 
tbree Gods, which our religion reprobates z that 
Chriſt is the meſſenger and ſervant 6f God, and 
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not God himſelf; and that the great body of, 
common chriſtians in primnive times (the very 
perſons for whoſe uſe the books of the New i efta- 
ment were written, ai who mult have underſtood 
them, and the doctrine of the apoſtles, from whom 
they hail their inſtruction) were unitarians, believ- 
ing that divinity is to be aſcribed to no other than 
to one God the Father, and that Chriſt was ſim; oly 
(Luke xxiv. 19.) a prophet migh'y in word and deed; 
(Act i 22.) a man approved of God, by figs, won- 
ders, and mighty deeds, wwhich God did vy him; you 
mult conciuve that, notwithltanuing the ability, 
learning, and integrity, of my opponents, their 
cauſe is indefenſible; that the reformed church of 
England is idolatrous, as well as the church of 
Rome; and therefore that, till ſhe be farther re- 
formed, you ougiit to come out of ber, and be ſepa- 
' "08 

You will, of courſe, hear many ſermons, and 
ſee many treatiſes, againſt my publications in de- 
fence of the divine unity, but do me the juſtice to 


read the books and tracts which have alarmed your 


ſuperiors ſo much. You will find them written 
perhaps with leſs ability, and leſs learning, than 
thoſe of my antagoniſts, but with a ſincere love 9 
zruth. While the controverſy continues, I pledge 
myſelf to acknowledge any overſight that, in ſo 
copious an argument, I may be 4 of, and ſhall 
let nothing of any moment paſs unoticed. I am 
even willing to adopt any method that ſhall be 
thought, by my adverſaries themſelves, molt to 
facilitate the fulleſt inveſtigation of the ſubject. I 
openly call upon every one, who has any conſider- 
able character at ſtake, and who has entered into 
the liſts, ſuch as Dr. a Mr. White, Mr. 

Howes, 
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Howes, and Dr. Horne, to make good what they 
have advanced; and in theſe circumſtances, you 
cannot doubt their readineſs to produce any thing 
in their power to confute and filence me. 

Beſides my larger works, as the Hiſtory of the 
Corruptions of Chriſt:anity, and of Early Opinions 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, together with all the writ- 
ings of Mr. Lindſcy, permit me to recommend to 
your peruſal, a ſmall pamphlet entitled, A General 
View of the Arguments for the Unity of God, &c. 
mentioned p. 39. You will find it of great uſe in 
eſtimating the progreſs that may be made in the 
diſcuſſion, as it takes in the whole compaſs of it, 
from reaſon, from the ſcriptures, and from Biſtory; 
ſo that it any of my arguments be found to be de- 
fective, you will eaſily ſee how many remain un- 
anſwered, and what is their proper place, and 
weight, in the whole controverſy, 1 


J am, &c, 


rei 
SN 


LETTERS TO THE 


LM TT ER 


Of the Difficultizs attending qu open Acknowledgment 
of Truth. 


GENTLEMEN, 


1 AM truly ſenſible of the peculiar difficulties at- 
L tending your ſituation, Many of you, I believe, 
have no other proſpect in life but that of officiating 
in a church, in which the doctrine of the 2r:n7ty, to 
the examination of which I wiſh to draw your at- 
tention, is actually received. It even enters into 
her forms of devotion ; fo that for the preſent you 
have no choice but to ſubſcribe her articles, and 
make uſe of her forms, or give up all hopes of 
preferment, or employment. Should you, there- 
fore, after the examination which I now recom- 
mend, ſee reaſon (as I cannot help ſuſpecting you 
will) to decline that ſubſcription, and all your proſ- 
ects in life depending upon it, you may be much 
embarraſſed. | 
To this I can only ſay, that, great as the difficulty, 
no doubt, will be, it will be leſs :ozo, than if, ven- 
turing to take a ſtep which your minds diſapprove, 
you ſhould be ſtruck with a ſenſe of the impro- 
priety of this tranſaction, in a later period of your 
lives; when you will be actually engaged in an 
employment, the duties of which you cannot con- 
ſcientiouſly diſcharge, with the additional _ 


0 91 bs j - * 
* #2 * ile IL TS 
v f ⁰ ENCE OED TT 4 * 
* Br r N „ 3 


1 OU NG ME N, &. 13 


of a wife and family, and when it may be too late 
to look out for any other ſource of ſubſiſtence, 
Many worthy perſons, I do aſſure you, are at this 
very time in the moſt painful ſituation, wiſhing it 
was with them as it is now with you; who clearly 
ſee what duty requires, and acutely feel how na- 
z4re, and all its ties, oppole it. | 
Some years ago, a clergyman, then turned ſixty, 
with a wife and a numerous family, told me his 
diſtrefling caſe, with tears literally running down 
his cheeks, It was not for me to adviſe what I 
might not have been capable of doing in the ſame 
circumſtances. He himſelf knew but too well 
what ſtrict duty required. I could only mix my 
tears with his, For ſuch men as theſe, whoſe com- 
plaints are only uttered in private, our preſent go- 
vernors and their own eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, ſeem 
to have no feeling. But there is a great Being, 
higher than the higheſt, who knows, and who will 
one day viſit for theſe things. 
| Strongly as you may feel your own difficulties, 
you cannot but be ſenſible how much they are ex- 
ceeded by thoſe of the caſe which I have now men- 
tioned, Beſides, if virtuous reſolution is to be ex- 
pected of man, it is to be expected of youth. That 
is the period of life the moſt diſtinguiſhed for a 
generous ardour in the purſuit of truth, for an in- 
genuous diſpoſition, unperverted by a commerce 
with the world, and a vigour of mind equal to any 
trial, Act, then, a part becoming enlightened, 
virtuous, generous Britiſh youth. Confer to- 
gether, and aſſociate in your common cauſe, A 
petition for a removal of ſubſcription to any human 
articles of faith, and for a reformation of the pub- 
lic liturgy, or for leave to alter it with the * 
| | 0 
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LETTERS FO THE 


1 


of your pariſhioners, wouid, I am confident, have 
more weight from you, than from any other de- 
icription of men in the kingdom. 

Tell our governors, that you are ready to render 
your country the beſt ſervices in your power, in 
promoting the knowledge and practice of chriſ- 
tianity; but that there are obſtructions in your 
way, which prevent your engaging in this great 
work, and which would defeat your purpole it you 
did; that you cannot with a good grace, or with 
effect, inculcate the principles of honeſty and in- 
3 tegrity on others, after, by a public and folemn act, 
2 violating them yourſelves; that it will be your hap- 
1 pincis, and your glory, to teach chriſtianity, but 
| not the manifeſt " pt and corruptions of ir, doc- 
trines which militate with the fundamental princi— 
ples of jr; chat you cannot, at the ſame time preach 
the relig on of Chriſt, and worthip another Being 
than him whom Chriſt worſhipped, and whom he 
taught all his diſciples to worſhip, as he only true 
God. | 

Tell them that, after an alteration in the forms of 
public worſbip, you can with infinitely more ad- 
vantage teach thoſe principles which are truly great, 
and eſſential to chriſtianity, and on which alone its 
* efficacy to purify the heart, and to reform the life, 
5 can depend; and that, provided this great end be 
1. | gained, the object of all good and wiſe government 
* will be anſwered; for that the welfare of ſociety, 
„ which is the ſole object of civil government, can- 
21 not poſſibly have any neceſſary connexion with the 
myſterious doctrine of the trinity. Tell them that it 
is ſufficient if, believing nothing but what they can 
under ſtand, men be good citizens, and that this will 


be beſt effected by inculcating the great — 
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of a life of retribution after death, a ſtate in which 

men will receive accord ing to their Works, not ac- 
cording to their Minions. 

If you cannot engage a {ufficient number to make 

a reſpectable application to your ſuperiors, in church 
or ſtate, ſtill do what integrity requires of you as 
in dividuals, It is what many, to their infinite ho- 
nour, have done before you. A conſiderable num. 
ber of the moſt intelligent and beſt diſpoſed young 
men have declined entering into the miniſtry, when 
they ſeriouſly reflected on che terms on which they 
muſt have done it; men, whoſe ability and inte- 
grity would have qualified them to be the greateſt 
ornaments of their profeſſion, if the entrance into it 
had not been too narrow to admit them. 

I cannot help flattering myſelf, however, that an 
earneſt repreſentation from even a few of you, of 
your peculiarly difficult ſituation, would not be 
without its effect; and then your country would be 
indebted to you for its emancipation from a bon- 
dage, which, in conſequence of the progreſs of re- 
ligious knowledge, muſt be every day more ſeverely 
felt, a bondage which cannot affect any but the in- 
telligent, and the ingenuous; thoſe who wiſh well 
to the cauſe of virtue, but who cannot promote it 
except in the way of ruth, In all events, however, 
you will have done your duty; and greater guilt 
will remain on thoſe who refuſe ſo reaſonable a re- 
queſt. | 

Where religion is concerned, do not deceive 

yourſelves by waiting till ſome great man, in the 
church, or the ſtate, take the lead. Neither was 
chriſtianity propagated, nor the reformation begun, 
by this means. Individuals of all ranks thought 
and acted for themſelves, and thoſe who had influ- 
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16 LETTERS TO THE 
ence in public meaſures favoured them when it ap- 
peared to be their intereſt ſo to do. And, in the 
nature of things, nothing elſe could be expected. 
Perſons in years, or who have eſtabliſhments tor 
life, have generally hit upon ſome method or other 
to make themſelves caſy; and wiſhing to continue 
fo, they are offended -at any thing that is likely to 
create diſturbance. Thus diſpoſed, they will never 
be ar a loſs for ſome plauſible pretext for putting 
off, at leaſt, every propoſal of reformation. There 
are, however, ſuch liberal characters on the epiſco- 
pal bench at this time, that I almoſt perſuade my- 
ſelf, they would countenance and aſſiſt ſuch an ap- 
plication as I propoſe, 

As to miniſters of ſtate, they muſt, and ought, 
to follow the lead of the people. Make it appear 
to them that the country in general wiſhes for a re- 
formation, or that many earneſtly deſire it, and that 
the reſt would not violently oppoſe it, and depend 
upon it, Zbey will not. It is our buſineſs, therefore, 
without troubling ourſelves about the conduct of 
others, to look to our own, to get all the light we 
can ourſelves, and to do every thing in our power 
to enlighten the minds of others; confident that 
the general prevalence of truth will, in due time, 
draw after it every thing that we can defire, with 
reſpect to public reformation, and public liberty. 

With reſpect to the common people of this coun- 
try, it would be doing them great injuſtice to con- 
fider them as trinitarians. More than nine in ten, I 
am pretty confident, would be better pleaſed with an 
unitarian than a trinitarian liturgy, though they do 
not intereſt themſelves ſo much in the affair, as to 
take any ſteps towards promoting it. 

There can even be no doubt, but that the think- 
ing 
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ing part of the clergy, really wiſh for ſome altera- 
tion in the articles, and the form of public worſhip, 
and that they would prefer one in which all religious 
worſhip ſhould be confined to one God, the Father, 
could they be ſure that every thing elſe relating 
to the eſtabliſhment might remain unaltered. Of 
the learned clergy, it is almoſt certain. that thoſe 
who approve of the ſentiments of Dr. Clarke, are 
more in number than the rigid trinitarians, who 
would be clamorous againſt any change. Were 
the younger clergy, therefore, and candidates for 
the miniſtry, in earneſt, for a reformation, it could 
not, in all probability, be kept back much longer. 


I am, &c. 
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Of Mr. Jones's Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity. 


or Ir arr I oſt 


_ GENTLEMEN, 


a * dy Ls 4 ._ 
waned”? —ä — 


S the worthy Dean of Canterbury ſtrongly re- 

commends to you Mr. Jones's Catholic Dottrine 
of the Trinity, proved by above a hundred ſhort and 
clear arguments, expreſſed in the terms of the holy ſerip- 
ture, compared after a manner entirely new; no doubt 
eſteeming it to be a maſter- piece of reaſoning, I 
am tempted to give you a ſpecimen of his mode 
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4 of arguing on the ſubject. To purſue him through 

1 all his Hundred arguments will hardly be required of 

5 me; as every text on which any thing that 70 other 

1 perſons has had the appearance of an argument, has 

is: been built, is ſatisfactorily explained in my ſmall 

| pamphlet, entitled, A Femiliar Illuſtration of parti- 

5 cular Texts of Scripture, and more at large in the 
* writings of Mr. Lindſey. 

1 The foundation of the more ſpecious of Mr. 

Wl. Jones's arguments is the following: If any language 

1 be applied to God, and the ſame be ever applied to 

1 Chriſt; or if the ſame act ſhould be aſcribed to 

. them both, it is with him a proof that Chriſt muſt 


be God; without conſidering that the ſame lan- 
guage, and the ſame actions, may be aſcribed to 

God, and alſo to man, in different ſenſes. 
Thus, becauſe we read in If. xliii, 11. J, even 7, 
an 


Y-O UN ©: ME 19 


am th? Lord, and befides me there is no SAVIOUR 3 
and Chriſt is alſo called à Saviour (as in 2 Pet. lit. 
18. our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt) he concludes 
that Chriſt muſt be God, ſaying, p. 3. © unleſs he 
« were God, even the Lord Jehovah, as well as 
e man, he could not be a Saviour, becauſe the Lord 
« has declared there is no Saviour beſide himſelf. 
It is therefore rightly obſerved by the apoſtle, 
Phil. ii. 9. that God, in dignifying the man 
&« Chriſt with the name of Feſus, has given him a 
name above every name, even that of a Saviour, 
e which is his own name, and ſuch as can belong 
© to no other.” | 

But, by the very ſame argument, Moſes, and 
many other perſons, might be proved to be God, 
becauſe they are called ſaviours, having been 
made the means of delivering the people of Iſrael, 
or others, from ſome of the difficulties in which 
they were involved, as in Neh. ix. 27. Thou gaveſt 
them Saviours, who ſaved them, Sc. In the tame 
ſenſe Chriſt is allo properly called a Saviour, as 
having been the inſtrument in the hand of God of 
ſaving mankind from ſin, and from death, the 
conſequence of fin; and that Chriſt was no more 
than the inſtrument in the hands of God for this 
end, is as evident, and as clearly expreſſed in the 
ſcriptures, as that Moſes was his inſtrument in de- 
livering the people of Iſrael from Egypt. They 
are both ſaid to be ſent, or commiſſioned, by God, 
tor the purpoſe, 

On the ſame principle Mr. Jones argues, p. 18, 
that becauſe we read, John iii. 16. God fo loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten ſon, and 
Eph. v. 25. Chriſt alſo loved the church, and gave 
himſelf for it, that Chriſt and God muſt be the _ 
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He well obſerves, in his advertiſement, that “his 
« arguments are, to the beſt of his knowledge, 
« moſt of them new.” Indeed, I ſhould have 
thought it very extraordinary, if the compariſon 
of theſe two texts had ſuggeſted the ſame argu- 
ment to any other individual perſon beſides him- 
ſelf; though when ſuggeſted by him, it may have 
approved itſelf to the better ſenſe of the Dean of 
Canterbury. 
In reply to it, it can hardly be neceſſary to in- 
form you, Gentlemen, that God might love the 
world, and having the power to dilpoſe of Chriſt, 
as of all his other creatures, as he plealed, might 
ſend him, give him, or appoint him, for the purpole 
of ſaving the world from ignorance and vice, at 
the ſaine time that Chriſt, engaging in this bene- 
volent undertaking with the fame readineſs and 
chearfulneſs with which all perſons ought to obey 
the commands of God; and being a man him- 
ſelf, and, as ſuch, having the molt ſincere good- 
will and compaſhon towards his tellow men, might 
1 alſo love them, and be ſaid to give himſelf for them. 
11 As Paul likewiſe, and other apoſtles, loved the 
| church, and gave their lives for it, which it is evi- 
dent hey did, whether that particular language be 
| ever uſed with reſpect to them in the ſcriptures or 
{ not, Mr. Jones might prove from this circumſtance, 
1 that they are al o each of them God, equal to the 
*Þ Father. 
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| | Mr. Jones even argues that Chriſt .is of a di- 
2} vine nature, becaule, in 2 Pet. i. 4. chriſtians are 
1 ſaid to be partakers of the divine nature, and in 
13 Heb. iii. 14 they are ſaid to be partakers of Chriſt. 


Therefore, ſays he, p. 29, «Chriſt is in, or of the 


S divine nature, the ſame Almighty God and Lord 
© wha 
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c who declared to Abraham, l am thy ſhield, and 
«exceeding great reward ; ſo that theſe being com- 
& pared togethe r, are deciſive for the Catholic Ho- 
60 mooufion doctrine, at which the Arians, from 
« the Council of Nice to this very day, have been 
« ſq very grievouſly offended.” 
Mr. Jones was not, perhaps, aware that, by this 
mode of reaſoning, he was ſupplying the Roman 
Catholics with a new argun ent tor their doctrine 
of tranſubſtantiation. But if every thing of 
which chriſtians are ſaid to be partakers be the 
ſame, the facramental bread mutt be conciuded 
to be Chriſt himſelf, For it is ſaid, 1 Cor, x. 17. 
Me are all partakers of that one bread. 
On theſe principles allo, the diſtinction in the 
three perſons of the trinity will be confounded. 
For as in Heb. ii, 14. chriſtians are ſaid to be par- 
takers of Chriſt; ſo in chap. vi. 4. they are ſaid to 
be partakers of the Holy Ghoſt. 
| am ſtill more ſurprized that Mr. Jones ſhould 
not have perceived that, according to his mode of 
interpretation, this text in Peter would authorize 
him to conclude, that all chriſtians have a proper 
divine nature, or are conſubſtantial with the Father. 
For in de ence of this term, which he acknowledges 
to be untcriptural, he ſays, p. 30, addreſſing the 
Arians, * And now the ſcripture is before us, let 
eme aſk them a plain queſtion or two. ls not the 
& word eſſence, or ſubſtance, of the ſame ſignification 
% with the word nature? And have not the Fa- 
e thers of the church thus expounded it, and is not 
this phrale of the ſame nature as concluſive for the 
* divinity of Chriſt, as that other of the ſame ſub- 
« tance? Why then ſhould that expieſſion of the 
„Nicene creed be thought ſo offenſive, when there 
4s 18 
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«1s another in the ſcripture ſo near of kin to it, 
ce that the Arians mult be ſenſible that they could 
© gain nothing by the 2 For the divine 
« nature, we all agree, can be bur one, three divine 
< natures, of courſe, making three different Gods. 
% But the ſcripture, compared as above, has aſlert- 
c ed Chriſt to be of this divine nature.“ 

We lee here, how much it is in the power of pre- 


judice to make men blind to the moſt obvious con- 


ſiderations. For it is remarkable that the partici- 

ation of a divine nature is no where ſo exprelsly 
predicared of Chriſt, as it is by Peter, in this pal- 
ſage, of all chriſtians: whereas, from the above 
quotation from Mr. Jones, the reader would have 
imagined that it was not to chriſti ans, but to Chriſt 
only, hat this participation was attributed, 

I ſhall conciude my animadverſions on Mr. 
Jones's medium of proof, that God and Chriſt are 
the ſame Bring, by oblerving, that on the very 
ſame privciple God and Satan may be proved to be 
the ſame Being; ow _ lame action 1s aſcribed : 
to them both. For, in 2 Sam. i; 24. we read, And 
again the anger of Ny —— was kindled againſt I- 
rael, and he moved David againſt them, t0 ſay, go, 
number Ißrael and Judah; whereas, in the parallel 
hiſtory, 1 Chron, xxi. r. we read, And Satan ſtood up 
againſt Iſrael, and provoked David to number Iſrael. 

As to all the texts of ſcripture in which Chriſt is 
ſpoken of as a man, and conſequently inferior to the 
Father, which are without number, Mr. Jones 
makes himſelf very eaſy about them, by ſaying, p. 
23, that “ in the perſon of Chriſt there is a human 
* foul and body, the nature of a man, which, as it 
© cannot Jay claim to what is ſpoken of Chriſt in 
* unity with the Father, ſo muſt it receive to its 
On 
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en account whatever ſeems to degrade and diſ- 
join him from the Father; ſo that the true catho- 
« }ic faith, which allows him to be perfect God 
« and pertect man, 1s never offended, or put to 
“its ſhifts, by any thing the {cripture may have 
e ſaid about him in eiter capacity.” Had it there- 
fore been aſſerted in the moſt expreſs terms, and 
had it been repeated ever ſo often, that Chrift was 
not God, it would not have ſtaggered Mr. Jones, or 
have put him to any ſhift at all; as he would in- 
ſtantly have rephed, that the meaning was, not 
that the hole perſon of Chriſt, but only the man, 
the inferior part of him, was not God. 

. Surely every perſon mult be ſenſible, that this is 
putting it abſolutely out of our power to make any 
inference whatever from the language of ſcripture, 
and ſuppoſing that the ſacred writers had recourſe 
to the moſt unworthy equivocations. For, by the 
lame rule, if any thing conſiſt of two parts, what- 
ever is aſſerted as of the whole may be underſtood 
of whichever part any perſon pleaſes. Conſe- 
quently, it might be truly faid of Chriſt, in contra- 
diction to every thing that is moſt expreſsly related 
of him in the goſpel hiſtory, that he was never born, 
that he never died, or never roſe from the dead; ſe- 
cretly meaning | that none of thele particulars could 
with truth be affirmed of his divine nature. 

When Chriſt, in order to comfort his diſciples 
under the idea of his departure from them, ſaid 
that his Father (to whom he was going, and who 
as God omni preſent, would be always with them) 


was greater than he, he certainly muſt have intended 


that he was greater, not than a part of himſelf only, 


but than his whole ſelf. His meaning was, no' 


doubt, the ſame with that of other pious perſons, 
Who, 
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who, on being ſeparated from their friends by death, 


commonly ſay, that they leave them to the care of 
one who can do more for them than they could, 
We have an example of the manner in which 


Mr. Jones applies the principle I _— mentioned, 


in his interpretation of 1 Cor. xi. 3. the head of 
Chriſt is God. The name Chriſt,” be ſays, p. 23, 
does here ſtand, as in other places out of number, 
&« for the man Chriſt. Otherwiſe it muſt follow, 
< that as Chriſt is God, God is the head of himſelf, 
« which is a contradiction; or that one God is the 
ce head of another God, which is alſo a contradic- 
ce tion.” But can you, Gentlemen, think that 
by Chriſt, in this paſſage, the apoſtle did not 
mean the whole of Chriſt, whatever his nature 
conſiſted of, and that God is not here ſaid ro be 
the head of, or ſuperior to, every part of that 
nature? Mr. Jones might Juſt as well have at- 
firmed that when, in the former part of the lame 
verſe, it is ſaid, he head of every man is Chrift, that 
by man, is to be underſtood, not the whole of man, 
but only ſome part of him. 

As Mr. Jones is obliged to have recourie to ſuch 
a miſerabie abule of language with reſpect to the 


word Chriſt, he makes no leis free with the term 


Father. For, in his interpretation of 1 Cor. viii. 
6. To us there is but one God, the Father (a text lo 
decifively in favour of the proper unity of God, in 
the perſon of the father only, that there was nv other 
method of evading the force of it) he lays, p. 21, 
One God the Father is here the name of à nature, 
c under which Chriſt himſelf, as God, is alſo com- 

e prehenged. And the ſame may be proved of it 
ein ſeveral other places.” Mr. Jones certainly 


was not aware of it, but this kind of reaſoning is 
even 
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even ſubverſive of the doctrine of the trinity itſelf. 
For if the term Father comprehend all the perſons 
of the trinity, it muſt be ſvnonymous to the term 
Gd, and no proof will remain of the exiſtence of 
ſuch a perſon as that of the Father; ſo that the trinity 
will be reduced to wo perſons, viz. the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, And it his reaſoning from the phraſe 
partaking of the divine nature, be admitted, theſe 


two will be farther reduced to one, viz. the Son, 


who will then, indeed, be the one God over all. 

On this principle alſo we muſt iuppoſe, that 
when Chriſt prayed to the Father, as the one irue 
God, John xvii. 3. he did not addreſs himſelf to 
the perſon of the Father, as any common readec 
would imagine, but to the divine nature in gene- 
ral; and therefore that his prayer was as much 
directed to himfelf as to the Father. Beſides, if 
Mr, Jones be ſufficiently authorized to conſider 
the term Father as expreſſive of the divine nature 
in general, why may we not be at liberty to uſe 
the term Son, and Holy Gho/?, in the ſame latitude ? 
And if each of them denote the whole of the di- 
vine nature, the unity of God will be completely 
eſtabliſhed ; as we ſhall then have three different 
names for the ſame thing, which will be what is 
commonly called Sabellianiſin; according to which 
the Father, who ſent the Son, was himſelf the Son 
that was ſent, who was born, and who died. 

It is ſurely ſufficient to point out theſe ſpeci- 
mens of Mr. Jones's book, which contains no- 
thing better, to ſhew you what you have to ex- 
pect from the whole. But I fincerely join with 
the Dean of Canterbury in recommending the 


whole of it to your careful peruſal, thinking ſuch 
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a defence of the doctrine of the trinity to be the 
beſt refutation of it; ſtrongly exemplitying, as 
it does, the wretched ſhifts men are reauced to, 
when their tenets are repugnant to common ſenſe, 
and contradicted by the plain and uniform language 
of ſcripture, Mr. Jones ſcems to pride himſelf in 
having muſtered up“ Hundred arguments, molt of 
ec them new,” but he might cafily have made them 


a thouland, and from the manner in which they 


might be laid down, as likely to be convincing. 
Mr. Jones, however, ſhould conſider, that thz 
ſtrength of an army depends, not on the number 
of ſick and wounded, but only on that of the effec- 
tive men in it. 

Since I wrote my Letters to the Dean of 
Canterbury, I have ſeen the ſmall pamphlet ſo 
ſtrongly recommended by him. It is entitled, 
A Preſervative againſt the Publications diſperſed by 
modern Socinians, in which the Impiety and Abſurdity 
of their principles are clearly ſhewn. This Preſerva- 
tive, &c. contains little more than vehement ex- 
clamation againſt wolves in ſheep's clothing, Sc. re- 
preſenting the Socinians in the worſt light, as ene- 
mies to the goſpel, to God, and to their country; 
whoſe doctrines cannot fail to bring the judgments 
of God upon us all. | 

As a ſpecimen of the ſentiments, and manner, of 
this piece, I ſhall only ſelect the following para- 
graph from p. 16; 1 do not know how the wit 
of man, when it has got this new religion, can 
<« put it into a creed, You cannot begin in the 
* common form, I believe, &c. You mult ſay, 1 
ce do not believe — that any thing more than the 
religion of human xealon is neceſfary to 3 

—— Of- 
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& of chriſtianity. I have no need of faith. I want 


c not the grace of God. I need not be called, nor 
ce elected, by the divine favour, &c.“ 
„I remember, when I was a country ſchool- 
* boy, I uled to hear my companions talk of raiſ- 
ing the devil by ſaying the creed backwards. 
ce Such a confeſſion as this we have now before us 
< ſeems better calculated to anſwer that purpoſe, 
and is certainly fitter for a necromancer, than a 
e proteſſor of chriſtianity. Yet this is the favourite 
Object, for the intereſts of which a clamorous 
ce party aſſembled, contributed, petitioned, and 
«blotted tons of paper. For this an unhappy 
* gentleman” (meaning the excellent Mr. Lindley) 
* left his miniſtry in the church of England, to 
e preach up the God of Mahometans in a chamber, 
« and calls this confe//ing Chriſt before men, For 
« this their pamphlets are diſperſed by thouſands, 
« to turn the affections of the ignorant from the 
e ineſtimable truths of the goſpel, and inflame 
& their fancies with a ſet of opinions, which can 
* only lead them to perdirion,” &c. &c. &c. 
Surely, Gentlemen, I do not need to copy any 
more of ſuch a pamphlet as this, and much lels to 
reply to it. What mull that cauſe be which re- 
quires ſuch wretched milrepreientation of the prin- 
ciples and conduct of ferious men, and ſucn inde- 
cent and profane drollery to ſupport jt? I thould 
not have thought it, worth while to notice ſuch 
publications as either of thele of Mi. Jones (for 
this pamphlet is alſo aſcrihed ro him) had they not 
been lo earneltly reco:ninended by ſo truly reſpect- 
able a writer as the Dean of Canterburv, I am 
allo informed that Mr. Jones's Catholic Doctrine was 
recommended as a work of conlequence ta the 
Univerlity 
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Univerſity of Oxford by their Profeſſor of Divinity, 
Dr. Bentham, who preceded Dr. Randolph. I ſe- 
riouſly hope that Dr. Horne himſelf will produce 
ſomething much ſuperior to the publications he ſo 
laviſhly commends. If nor, this controverſy is al- 
ready at an end. 


Extracts from my Defences of Unitariamſm for the Year 


I 787. p. 128. to p. 132. mcluſrve. 


1 am ſorry to ſee ſo able a writer as Mr, Paley 
(whoſe work is, in ſeveral reſpe&ts, very juſtly ad- 
mired in the Univerſities) defend the ſubſcription 
to the articles of the church of England on ſo very 
poor a ground, as a ſuppoſition that it was the in- 
tention of the compilers of them to exclude from 
the church only the Papiſts, the Anabaptiſts, and 
the Puritans; and therefore that any perſon 
who belongs to none of theſe claſſes may ſafcly 
ſubſcribe them. © They,” ſays he, p. 181, ** who 
% contend that nothing lets can juſtify ſubſcription _ 
< to the thirty-nine articles, than the actual belief 
of each and every leparate propoſition contained 


< in them, muſt ſuppoſe that the legiſlature expect- 


& ed the conſent of ten thouſand men, and that in 
6 perpetual ſucceſſion, not to one controverted pro- 
* poſition, but to many hundreds, It is difficult 
© to conceive how this could be expected by any, 
ho obſerved the incurable diverſity of human 
opinion upon all ſubjects ſhort of demonſtration.” 

But how are we to judge of men's intentions, 
but by their language. Abſurd, no doubr, it was 
to expect what Mr. Paley ſtates; but the compilers 
ot the articles certainly did expect it, or they would 
have had recourſe to different and ſhorter expedi- 


ents, Had they meaned nothing more than to ex- 
| clude 
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clude Papiſts. Anabaptiſts, and Puritans, they 
would have confined their ſubſcription to ſuch arti- 
cles as were inconſiſtent with their peculiar tenets. 
Can Mr. Paley believe that, if any of them had 
been aſked, whether he did not mean to exclude all 
Arians and Socinians from the church of England, 
he would not bave replied in the affirmative? And 


theretore according to Mr. Paley's own ideas, none 


oi them ought to ſubſcribe. | 
It is now, I find, very much the cuſtom to ſay, 
that you may ſafely ſubſcribe the thirty-nine arti- 
cles of the church of England, provided you think 
that it is, upon the whole, the belt conſtituted of 
all the eſtabliſhed churches; or that you think it 
preferable to any of the ſects of the diſſenters, though 
there are many things that you dilapprove of in it, 
and many of the particular articles that you do not 

think to be true, | 
But can you think that this was the idea of thoſe 
who framed the articles, or has there been any act 
of the legiſlature fincetheir times that authorizes ſuch 
a ſubſcription? And certainly there is no other power 
that has a right todefine the meaning of ſubſcription. 
If, however, this be your own real meaning in 
ſubſcribing, honeſtly declare it at the time of ſub- 
ſcription, and ſee how it will be received. At pre- 
ſent, when you ſubſcribe to all the articles together 
(which is the fame thing as ſubſcribing to each 
of them ſeparately) you aſſert ſome truths, and 
ſome faiſchoods. But is there any other caſe in 
which the telling of ſome truths will excuſe the 
telling of any fallchoods? What would you think 
of any man who, when upon his oath, ſhould do 
ſo in a court of juſtice? And is not a deliberate 
ſubſcription a thing as ſolemn as that, and a caſe 
| that 
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that 1 e as pro an adherence to exact 


truth? 
Beſides, if a general preference of the conſtitu- 


tion of the church of England would juſtify your 


ſubſcription to gf! ker articles, you ought at leaſt 


to have examined whether it is intitled to that pre- 
ference, by a carctul compariſon of it with other 


churches; and you ought to be particularly upon 


your guard, leſt the external advantages of an eſta- 
bliſhed and endowed church do not lay ſome bias 
on your judgment. But can you fay that you have 
done any thing of this at the time of your ſubſcrip- 
tion, whether at matriculation, or afterwards ? 

Far would I be, gentlemen, trom leading you 
to deſpite your tutors, or your parents, or to reſiſt 
any proper authority, as leveral of my opponents 
more than inſinuate. I know the feelings of both 
parent and tutor, and am ſenſible how neceſſary ic 
is that young perſons ſhould ſubmit, and in ſome 
caſes even implicitly, to their ſuperiors. But there 
is a power to which mylelf, my. children, and my 
pupils, are equuly ſubject, and to this we all owe 
the greateit deterence. We are ialbrbb eh dran u 
God, and he is ſtiled 2e God of truth; and you 
need not to be told that you mult obey God rether 
than man. 

As you value the favour of God, therefore, you 
mult reſpect 7r4u1h, and fincer ity; and on no conſi- 
deration, at the injunction of no authority wiat- 
ever, {ſhould you declare, in any form, that you 
believe any doctrine to be true, when you K OW 
that you Have not duty conſidered it, and 180 refore 
cannot tell whether it be lo or not. The doctrine 
being in itſelf true will not excute you. Your de- 


clarauion implies that you believe it to be true, and 
conſc- 
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conſequently that you have ſeen ſufficient reaſon to 
believe it, that 1s, that you have duly examined it, 
otherwiſe you might juſt as well ſubſcribe the thirty- 
nine West. at your baptiſm, or have your god- 
fathers or godmothers ſubſcribe them for you. 

Let me recommend to your perulal an excellent 
work of the late Archdeacon Black burne, intitled 

the Corfeffional, in which you will ſee every pretence 
for ſubſcribing what is not really believed expoſed 
as it ought to be. But ſureiy this is a caſe that 
cannot require any arguing. Had not the tempt- 
ation to ſubſcribe, and the inconvenience of not ſub- 
ſcribing, been ſo great, we ſhould never have heard 
of ſubſcription to the thirty-nine articles, as articles 
of peace, or communion, or any other of thoſe wretch- 
ed ſubterfuges that we now hear of, but which 
would have been reprobated with the greateſt in- 
dignation by the framers of the articles, as they are 
by thoſe who ſubſcribe $07a fide at nis day. 

What Dr. Croft favs of the clergy applies with 
equal force to all who join in worſhip with them, 
« What ought to be imagined,” he lays, p. 129, 
ce concerning thoſe who enter the holy temple, and 
Offer ſupplications to God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghott, and yet diſbelieve them to be ob- 

* jects of adoration? Is not the fin of hypocriſy 
ce and duplicity aggravated when committed in the 
* more immediate prelence of him unto whom all 
ce hearts be open, all deſires known, and from whom 
no ſecrets are hid?” Unlels, therefore, you really 
believe Chriſt to be a proper object of worſhip, you 
ought neither to ſubſcribe a declaration that he is 
lo, nor, on any account, join in ſuch worſhip. 
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The following is added in conſequence of an anonymous Letter 
from Oxford, which came too late for me to take the hint in 
my Defences of Unitarianiſim. 

SOME, I am informed, think there is no harm 
in their ſubſcription, becauſe they decerve nobody 
by it, it being well known both to their acquaint- 
ance, and even to thoſe who receive their ſubicrip- 
tions, that they do not really believe what they ſub- 


| ſcribe. But I never heard before that a falſehood 


was rendered innocent by its being accompanied 
with impudence. What ſhould we tay of any man 
who ſhould take an oath, known to be falſe by thoſe 
who adminiſtered it? Would not the tranſaction 
cover all the parties with infamy ? And ſurely, we 
ſhould not be leſs ſcrupulous in an affair of religion, 
from which oaths derive all their obligation, than 
we are in civil matters. 

Beſides, any particular perſon's acquaintance is 
not the world at large, and thoſe who are ſtrangers 
to him, will naturally conclude that he really be- 
lieves what, in the form of ſubſcription, he molt 
ſolemnly ſays that he does, | 

As you value, therefore, the principles of honeſty 
and integrity (which are of infinitely more worth 
than all your proſpects in this life) neither deceive 
yourſelves, nor be impoſed upon by others, by 
ſuch evaſions. If you have duly conſidered the thirty- 
nine articles, and really Believe them, you may ſafely 
ſubſcribe; but remember what the apoſtle ſays of 
him, who only doubted in a caſe of far leſs moment. 


With the greateſt reſpect, 
I am, gentlemen, 
Your ſincere well wiſher, 


]. PRIESTLEY. 
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To Dr. Pricfiley's arguments againſt Mr. Paley the following 
remarks, alen frm a nite i in febb's Waris, 2 II. P. 125. 
are ſub joined, equally ſhewing he miſtates into which, it ts 
much ts be lamented, that ſo excellent an Authar as Mr. Paley 
fhould have fallen, 


"FR intention of the thirty-nine articles “to avoid di- 
verſity of opinion and to eſtabliſh conſent, touching 
true religion,” is too plainly declared in the very title, and 
too poſitively recogniſed in the act of uniformity, to allow 
any force to the popular plea of latitude of interpretation. 

'The inference which 1s drawn, in his Majeſty's declara- 
tion, from the * moſt willing ſubſcription of all the clergy 


in the realm,” is natural and fair; and, in the apprehenſion 


of common ſenſe, will always de underſtood as an argu- 
ment, that they all agree in the true, uſual, and literal 
meaning of the ſaid articles, and look upon themſelves as 
bound, neither © to print or preach or to draw the articles 
aſide any way; but to ſubmit to them in the plain and 
full meaning thereof, in the literal and grammatical ſenſe.“ 

It is in vain to urge, as Mr. Archdeacon Paley has done, 
the unreaſonableneſs of ſuppoling “the legiflature expected 
the conſent of ten thouſand men, and that in perpetual 
ſucceſſion, not to one controverted propoſition, but to many 
hundreds.” (Sce his Principles _— Moral and Political 
Philoſophy, Book III. Part I. ). The preceding de- 
clarations are proofs that it did; * ws charge of unreaſon- 
ableneſs only recoils on thoſe, who ſtill ſuffer ſuch a teſt to 
remain; or, who fancy that they can ſubmit to it, without 
incurring the ſuſpicions of their good faith in this point, 
which the author laments ſhould ſo generally prevail. 

But Mr. Paley's caſuiſtry, in his Chapter on “ Subſcrip- 
tion to Articles of Religion,” 1s beſt anſwered by his own 
realoning 1 in that “of religious eſtabliſhments, and of to- 
leration.” In the former, he ſeems to betray the yoke of 
bondage, in the diſplay of a very feeble apology; in the 
latter, he reſumes ſomewhat more of his Chriſtian liberty, 


2nd recolle&ts the principles of his proteſtant faith. Al- 
E „though, 
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« though,” ſays he, ©« ſome purpoſes of order and tranquility 
may be anſwered by the eſtabliſhment of creeds and con- 
« fetlions; yet they are at all times attended with ſerious 
« inconveniences. I hey check enquiry; they violate li- 
_ «Hherty; they enſnare the conſciences of the Clergy by hold- 

ing out temptations to prevarication: however, they may 
« expreſs the perſuaſion, or be accommodated to the contro- 
« yerfies or to the fears of the age, in which they are com- 
« poſed, in proceſs of time, and by reaſon of the changes 
„Which are wont to take place in the judgment of man- 
« kind upon religious ſubjects, they come at length to con- 
« tradict the actual opinions of the Church, whoſe doc- 
« trines they profeſs to contain; and they often perpetuate 
« the proſcription of ſeas and tenets, from which any dan- 
« cer has long ceaſed to be apprehended.” 

With theſe objections, it 1s in vain to plead the morality 
or utility of continuing ſuch ſubſcriptions to human expli- 
cations of the Scriptures. Among other ſerious inconve- 
niences here recited, we have heard of the lamentations of 
ſome, who while they continued members of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and apologized for her impolitions, have been 
wont, very teelingly and ingenuoully to declare, hey could 
rt afford ts keep a Conſcience. 
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GENTLEMEN, 


LO it is hardly conſiſtent with ſincerity to ſay, 
reverend firs; ſince your apoſtatizing from the 
eſtabliſhed doctrines of the church, and your un- 
chriſtian behaviour in reading prayers, which vou 
do not believe, have undermined all foundations of 
reverence towards you: I ſay therefore, , 


GENTLEMEN, 


The honour of God, the intereſt of religion, the 
reputation of the church of England, and the care 
of your own ſalvation, loudly call upon you to 
conſider what you are doing, If you will be prieſts 
of the church, if you will be maintained out of her 
revenues, if you will read her forms, and under- 
take to inſtruct her people, you ought to receive 
her faith, and to keep it whole and intire. If you do 
not receive her faith, you ought not to read her 
forms, or receive her revenues. Take your choice. 
Only withal remember, that your compaſſionate 


mother, the church, had much rather you would 
F return 
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return to her faich and obedience, than make far- 
ther ſchiſms. But this is certain, that you are now 
in a very wrong and dangerous way. 


'# For God's fake, Gentlemen, think a litt'e, how | 
1 many, how full, and how ſtrongly expreſſed thole ö 
| 1 paſſages of the liturgy are, Which you weekly read, | 
$3 q and of which you do not believe one word, anc J 
| 4: how abſolutely inconſiſtent this practice is with N 
1 chriſtian ſimplicity, and godly ſincerity, and even } 
* with the honour of a Gentleman. 3 
* 55 The firſt that comes in your way is the dox- . 
4 ology, ſoon after the Lord's-prayer, in the morn- 
. ing ſervice. 
þ | 5 The rubrick is, Here all ſtanding up the prieſt 
1 ſhall ſay ; 
it i Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to / 
1 the Holy Ghoſt. ] 
3 Anſ. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 1 
# { ever ſhall be, world without end, Amen.” 
= A little after, the church in her great vwiſilom, 
1 for the more effectual ſecurity of the important 
14 doctrine of the T7inity, and excluſion of all heretics 
Þ' from miniſtering in holy things, ordains, „At the 
LF * end of every pſalm throughout the year, and 
3 « likewiſe at the end of Benedicite, Benedictus, 
4 Magnificat, and Nunc dimittis, ſhall be repeated, 
1 4 Glory be to the Father, &c. as above.” 
1 Every time then that you perform the public 
1 ſervice, whether on a Sunday, or a week-day, whe- 
3 ther in the morning, or in the afternoon, you are 
36 obliged to read ſometimes one verſe, ſometimes the 
* other verſe of this doxology; but with what fſin- 
20 cerity, conſcience, or honour, I muſt enquire of 


We; 5 you? The truly orthodox clergy find no difficulty 
+8 here; but you, who have embraced the Arjan, or 
305% Semiarian 
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Semiarian ſcheme, have raiſed many objections, 
and have not ſcrupled to charge the church with 
aſſerting here what is falle in fa&t: You pretend, 
that Glory was not given 70 the Holy Ghoſt in the 
beginning. To ſupport this pretence, your cham- 
pions, Whiſton and Clarke, have publiſhed cata- 
logues of the doxologles, that are to be found in the 
writings of the New Teſtament, and of the primitive 
athers ; among which they aſſert there is not one, 
in which glory is aſcribed to the Holy Ghoſt. 
From hence they infer, in direct contradiction to 
the judgment and determination of the church of 
England, that Glory was not given to the Holy 
' Ghoſt, in the beginning of Chriſtianity : And the 
ſame, we know, 1s the profeſſed ſentiment of all 
their heretical followers. But pray, Gentlemen, 
what have you been doing by publiſhing this 
your opinion to the world, but ſhameleſsly diſcov- 
ering your own hypocriſy? Is it ſo indeed, as 
vou pretend, that glory was not given to the Holy 
Ghoſt in the beginning of Chriſtianity ? Do you 
in earnelt believe this? Then how can you adven- 
ture to ſay the direct contrary every time you per- 
form divine ſervice ? Is it not evident hypocriſy, 
is it not a known lie, to ſay, Glory be to the Holy 
Ghoſt, as it was in the beginning, when you are 
perſuaded in your own conſciences it was not fo 
in the beginning at all? He that can ſhuffle off 
this, can be bound by no words whatſoever, 
What can you mean by the beginning? Do you 
mean, as it was in the beginning of the reformation, 
or in the beginning of the fourth century, in which 
times you yourſelves will allow, that glory was 
given to the Holy Ghoſt? If this be your mean- 
ing, then the ſenſe of what you ſay in the ſolemn 

F 2 worſhip 
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worſhip of God is this: Though we know that 
te glory was not given to the Holy Ghoſt in the firit 
&« ages of Chriſtianity, and therefore ought not to 
«bz done in any age) ver we pray that giory may 
ebe given to him, in the lame doxvlogy with the 
&« Father and the Son, as it was done in the begin- 

ning of what we eſteem to be antichriſtianilm: 
We pray the church may now and always imitate 
« the falſe worſhip invented by Athanaſius and his 
Adherents!” This is the plain Engliſh of what 
you ſay, if by the beginning, you mean any time 
ſince the beginning of Chriſtianity: And if you 
mean the beginning of Chriſtianity, as you know 
the church does, you are at as great a loſs how to in- 
terpret the word as. Perhaps, you will ſay, you un- 
derſtand the whole paſſage thus: Glory be to the 
« Holy Ghoſt, in the ſame manner, and in the 
e ſame ſenſe, as it was to Him in doxologies in the 
M0 e beginning of Chriſtianity ; and then your inter- 
FX pretation will be, that as you think glory was nor 
_ then given to him at all, ſo now you do not give glory 
- to him, though you ſay, glory be to the Holy 
Ghoſt, this is ſuch horrid triffling in divine worſhip, 

as no honeſt man can bear. Verily, Gentlemen, 
3 if the doxology had been put thus, glory be to the 
£4 | father, to the fon, and to the' holy angels, as it was 
„ | in the beginning, I cannot fee but you might have 
uſed it as well as you now do the other. You can- 
not make any objection againſt this doxology, but 
what, according to your ſcheme lies againſt the 
other. And upon your ow# principles, you cannot 
vindicate your giving glory to the Holy Ghoſt by 
any arguments, but what will equally vindicate your 
giving Glory to the Hoiy Angels, together with the 
father and the ſon, What, if glory was not given to 
the 
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the Holy Angels in the beginning of Chriſt anity ? 
Yet, what ſhould hinder your ſaying, glory be to the 
holy angels, as it was in the beginning? Since you 
can ſay "his in the very lame ſenſe, and with the 
ſame truth, as you can lay, glory be to the holy 
ghoſt, as it was in the beginning? All you mean 
by it, 1 ſuppoſe is, let all that glory be given to the 
Holy Ghoſt, which was given in the beginning of 
Chrittianity. In the ſane lenſe you may even 8 4 

glo! y be to the Virgin Mary, as it was in the b:gin- 
aing; for certainly you would not ſtick to defire 
that all ht glory may be given to the bleſſed Virgin, 

which was given in the beginning of Chriſtianity ; j 
that ſhe might have as much, thouch no more. 
And yet in fact, the naming her in a doxolo: ay, to- 
gether with the father, and the ſon, is giving her 
more glory than was given her in the beginning. 
And, according to your way of talking, the nam- 
ing of the holy ghoſt in a doxol:gy after this man- 
ner, is actually giving him more glory than was 
given him in the beginning of Chriſtianity. Ty 
that your daily practice, of naming the holy gho{t 
in the doxology, is a direct contradiction to the 
meaning you pur upon the doxology itſelf; that is 
to ſay, you ſpeak groſs and known untruth every 
time you repeat the church's doxol2gy, that is, every 
time you officiate : this is not all, what ſenſe do you 
put upon the laſt claule of the doxology, and ever 
ſhall be? do you really believe that glory ſhall be 
given to the father, ſon, and holy ghoit, together in 
one and the ſame doxology, in all future ages of the 
church? if you do not (as you profeſs you do not) 
believe this, with what truth, or ſenſe, can you 
continually ſay, glory be to the father, and to the ſon, 
and to the holy ghoſt, as it ever fhall be, world with- 
ous 
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out end. Amen? is there any ſenſe, in which you 
can ſay this, wherein you could not as well ad, 
and glory be to the boly angels, and to the vi, gin 
Mary, as it ever ſhall be? 

You lee, Gentlemen, that your manner of deal- 
ing with the church's doxology, is full of ſhuffling 
and contradiction; and at the ſame time, would 
equally vindicate you in doing what J hope you 
are not yet hardened enough to think allowable, 
viz. in giving glory to the holy angels, and to the 
bleſſed virgin, in the ſame doxology with the father 
and the ſon. This practice of your's opens a gap 
to all manner of hypocriſy, and all double-dealing : 
this hypocriſy of your's is the more ſhocking to all 
that obſerve it, becauſe it is repeated again, and again, 
feveral times over in every time of your reading the 
liturgy. And how can you expect your people 
ſhould think you men of common honeſty, when they 
ſee you live on in the daily repetition of this double- 
dealing, without amendment, or remorſe, is beyond 


my comprehenſion ? 


But, as bad as this hypocriſy is, it is not as bad 
as that which attends your reading the conf: //ivu of 
our Chriſtian faith, commonly called, the Creed of St. 
Athanaſius. For here you not only read what you 
do not believe one word of, but proceed even to 
ſuch a height of impiety, as to read a ſentence of 
damnation againſt all that do not. believe this creed, 
and againſt your own ſouls in particular. The 
creed ſays, except every one do keep this faith ꝛt hole 
ard undefiled (which you know you do not) without 
doubt be ſhall periſh everlaſtingly.— Hethat will be ſav- 
ed muſt thus think of the Trinity, in a manner infinite- 
ly different from what you do. This zs the catholic 
Jaith, which except a man believe faithfully, he can- 

not 
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70 be ſaved. Theſe are the declarations which 
you make in the ſolemn worſhip of God, whereby 
vou concur with the orthodox members of the 
church in pronouncing your own condemnation, 
If this be confiltent with virtue and honour, ſurely 
there is no ſuch thing as vice in nature. If there 
be any ſuch thing as vice in the world, ſurely it 
mult be a wickedneſs for you to lay, that men {ſhall 
without doubt periſh everlaſtingly for believing 
thoſe doctrines, which you yourſc]ves believe, and 
which you pretend to receive as the truths of God. 
1s not this direct and impious blaſphemy againſt 
God, for you to aflert in the moſt folemn manner 
in his worſhip, that he will damn men for not be- 
lieving what you think he looks upon as nonſenſe, 
falſhood, and a contradiction? Is it not direct 
blaſphemy in yoz to ſay, that a good God will 
damn men for believing that very doctrine, which 
(according to you) he himſelf has taught? With 
what face can you preach againſt blaſphemy, when 
you thus impiouſly allow yourſelves in uttering 
ſuch ſhocking blaſphemy in the preſence of God, 
and of his congregation ? With what face can you 
reprove a man for laying, in common converſation, 
God damn my ſoul, when you, ata time of greater ſo- 
lemnity, dare to pronounce damnation on your own 
ſouls? Verily, itistime toreform, orelle your ſentence 
will be fulfilled by a righteous and jealous God. At 
the ſame time, you mult not wonder that the people 
think contemptibly of you, and are afraid to truſt 
you in the common affairs of life. For your hy- 
pocriſies, falſhoods, and blaſphemies, committed 
in the moſt ſacred aſſemblies, and in the more im- 
mediate preſence of God, have convinced them, 
that your conſcience is ſcared, as with a hot iron, 
and 
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and that the ſame conſcience and principles, or ra- 
ther the {ame atheiſm and infidelity, which permit 
you thus to trifle with the eternal God, and with 
your own fouls, in ſolemn worthip, will as well per- 
mit you to commit any act of ſecret fraud and vil- 
lany: if after this they refuſe to truſt you, you muſt 
blame yourſelves. 

When the church's incomparable litany is ſolemnly 
read by you, it ſhocks one to hear you ſay, O holy, 
bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, three Perſons, and one 
God, have mercy upon us, miſerable finners. Do not 
you know that the zrinizy, or three perſons here 
meant are the ſame as are.mentioned in the Form 
of baptiſm, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Gho/l?# 
And do you indeed believe, that theſe three are 
one God? Oh! How would your tender Mother, 
the church, rejoice, if you did thus believe? But, 
alas! you declare upon ail other occaſions (except 
in divine worſhip, where you ought to be moſt ſin- 
cere) that you do not believe one word of this doc- 
trine; nay, have the boldneſs to charge it as a 
groſs contradiciion, And yet, in ſolemn prayer, 
to the heart-ſearching and eternal God, you dare 
continually to aſſert, that the three perſons are one 
God; i. e. in plain Engliſh, you ſay to God himſelf, 
that that is true, which at the fame time you be- 
lieve in your conſciences to be falſe: This is lying 
to the Holy Ghoſt: This is lying, not to men, but 
to God, Beware of the fate of Ananias and Sap- 
phira ! Think of theſe. things, when you go on to 
pray in the litany, From hypocriſy, and from all 


falſe doftrine, good Lord, deliver us. How is this 
conſiſtent with your hypocriſy in profeſſing, in the 


ſame 


3 * WB 
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age litany, a doctrine which you call falſe? Had 


* 


not the poet too much caule to ſing, 


hat makes all Are true and clear ? 
About two hundred pounds a year. 


Again, upon the third Sunday in Advent, you 
3 not Rick to ſay, (thouzh you do not believe it) 
O Lord Jeſas Chrift, — h liveſt and reigneſt 20 
he Father, and the Holy Spirit, ever one God 
world without end. Though you own that Chriſt 
reigns with the Father,” yet you do not believe, 
that he reigns together with the Spirit; ſince you 
deny that the Spirit reigns at all, Nor do you be- 
lieve, that Chriſt is one God with the Father and 
the Spirit, or that the Spirit is God at all, Not- 
withſtanding this your ſecret perſuaſion, and pub- 
lic profeſſion too, at other times you dare adven- 
ture to unſay it all again, not only in the concluſion 
of this, but many other prayers of the liturgy too: 
With what f incerity you may judge. In the Col- 
ect for Whitſunday the expreſſion is a little altered, 
thus, --- * Chriſt Jeſus, our Saviour, who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the ſame 
„Spirit, one God, world without end,” and yet 
you contentedly fwallow it, though it 1s expreſſed 
more ſtrongly than the former. For I would hope 
you are not ignorant, that in 7% wnity of the Spirit, 
lignifjes, in union, (or together with) the Spirit; 
i. e. Chriſt reigns with the Spirit, and the Spirit 
with him, and The Father and Son, together with 
the Spirit, are the one God, All this you profeſs, 
when you read theſe words, without beheving 
what you lay. 

The whole Collect for Trinity Sunday, is ſtrong 
againſt you in the following lofty expreſſions, viz. 

« Almighty 
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« Almighty and ever laſtin g God, who has given 
« unto us thy ſervants grace, by the confeſſion of a 
ce true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal 
ce trinity, and in the power of the divine Majeſty, 
eto worſhip the unity, we beſeech thee, that thou 
ce wouldeſt keep us ſtedfaſt in this faith, andevermore 
« defend us from all adverſities, who liveſt, and 
& reigneft, one God, world without end.” Inſtead 
of having the grace to confeſs a true faith, you have 
the impudence to confeſs what you call a falſe faith; 
and when you profeſs, in the awful preſence of 
God, to pray, that God would keep you fedfaſt in 


this faith, of the eternal Trinity in unity, you do 


really pray (if you pray at all) that God would 
keep you ſtedfaſt in the belief of what you do 
not yet at all believe, and what you imagine God 
knows to be falle. You may, with as much 
honeſty, and piety, pray to God to keep you ſted- 
faſt in the faith of Mahomer, In praying thus, 
you impiouſly beg of God to deny his infinite per- 


fections, to diveſt himſelf of his holineſs, and to 


influence you to believe a lie, And. in the begin- 
ning of the prayer, you blaſpheme the moſt holy 
God, by telling him, that he has given you grace 
to commit fin, the fin of acknowledging for divine 
truth, what you really believe to be a contradiction. 
O ſhocking impiety, occaſioned by your reading 
prayers which you do not believe! I am not unap- 
priſed of the quibbles you make uſe of in inter- 
preting the Nicene creed in the communion office; 
but quibble as you will, one ſubſtance, whether it 
ſignify one in number, or one in kind, can never 
fignify two ſubſtances differing in kind, as much 
as a finite does irom an infinite, And when you 
profeſs to believe in the Holy Ghoſt, — who with 
the 
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the Father, and the Son together, is worſhipped and 
glorified, you are underſtood to mean, that the ca- 
tholic church does worſhip and glorify the Holy 
(Ghoſt, together with che Father and Son, and is 
right in ſo doing; whereas you pretend the worſhip 
of the Holy Ghoſt is an Innovation: But I pals 
theſe to ſet before you much ſtronger expreſſions. 
As, The proper preface upon the Feaſt of the Tri- 
nity, which runs thus: O Lord Almighty, 
e everlaſting God, who art one God, one Lord, 
«not one only perſon, but three perſons in one 
« ſubſtance ; for that which we believe of the glory 
« of the Father, the ſame we believe of the Son, 
* and of the Holy Ghoſt, without any difference, or 


« ;nequality.” This expreſſion has appeared to be 


ſo obviouſly and infinitely contrary to the princi- 
ples and conceſſions of the Arians, that ſome of 
them have declared, they have avoided reading it, 
But what excuſe can you make for yourſelves, who 
do read it? Do you believe, that the Lord Al- 
mighty, the one God, is not one only perſon, but 
three perſons in one ſubſtance ? Is it true, that what 
you believe of the glory of the Father, you believe the 
ſame of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, without 
any difference, or inequality ? ls there no difference, 
in your opinion, between the glory of the Father, 
Son and Spirit? Is the glory of the Holy Ghoſt, 
indeed, equal to the glory of the Father ? All this 
you ſay: and the church would rejoice if you 
herein really ſpoke your own ſentiments: but ſhe 
cannot but look upon you with contempt and in- 
dignation, when ſhe perceives you herein trifle with 
God and man in the moſt ſolemn act of religion. 
Beſides this preface, which you read once in a 
year, there is a hymn, which you read or ſing every 
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[ ' | time you adminiſter the communion, in the follow- 
1 ing ſtrong and ſignificant expreſſions taken from 
1 a Greek form, which you may find at the end of 
f q | the Pſalms in Dr. Grabe's Septuagint: O Lord ; 
pA « God, Lamb of God, Son of the F ather, — thou | 
3 only art holy, thou only art the Lord, thou only, ] 
1 « O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in 5 
i ce che glory of God the F e ?” Theſe lofty ex- } 
5 preſſions, ſo admirably ſuited to the doctrine of 
f $i f the Trinity in unity, muſt be very ſhocking in | 
1 [7 | your ſight. Are they not evident blaſphemy in 2 
3 your mouths? Can you ſay any thing higher of : 
= God the Father, than this, He only is Holy 7 When I 
. 8 [| therefore you ſay this of the, Son, do not you de- ; 
wh clare Him to be abſolutely equal to. the Father, : 
= while, at the ſame time, you pretend that it is ; 
; blaſpheming the Father to ſet up another perſon in A 
| equality with Him? What cin you mean, upon ; 
f the Arian ſcheme, by thoſe words, Thou only, 


« O Chriſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, art molt High 
„ein the glory of God the Father?” Which way 
do you turn your eyes, when you read theſe words 
at the altar? Do you then turn up your eyes to 
| heaven, and think of what you are ſaying ? Can 
| you bear to look to the heart- ſearching Jeſus, and 
tay ſuch things to him, as you believe to be as 
falſe as he is true? Do you think that Chriſt, with 
the Holy Ghoſt, is moſt high? If you do not be- 
lieve it, with what face can you flatter him with ; 
ſuch fulſome compliments, as they muſt at beſt be, : 
upon your ſcheme ? Verily, if the emoluments of g 
the church depended upon it, you would not ſtick 
to ſay, that Chriſt is ſupreme over and above God 
the Father, for you as much believe this, as you 
do his being the mot Higb. 
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Gentlemen, I have now in the fear of God, and 
with hearty concern for your honour and ſalvation, 
ſet before you your own conſtant practice in its 
true light. Whenever you read the liturgy in the 
church, particularly whenever you celebrate the holy 
ſacrament of Chriſt's body and blood, you are guilty 
of the groſſeſt fal ſhood, and prevarication, both 
with God and men, Let me treely aſk you, Do not 

our conſciences check you, at the time, when you 
read thoie paſſages, which you believe to aſſert 
falſe and impious Doctrines? Do your conſciences 
never reproach you, for acting this unchriſtian anc 
hypocritical part in the ſolemn worſhip of Almighty 
God? And what | is it that ſfiiences the clamours of 
your conſciences but the conſideration that your 
livelihood depends upon this conduct? It is time 
for. you, as you profeſs yourſelves Chriſtians and 
clergymen, to have leſs regard to the world, and 
to have more regard to the; honour of religion, 
and of the church, and to the ſalvation of your own 
ſouls. When the world takes notice, as now it 
does, of your complying with the eſtabliſhed forms 
of divine worſhip upon terms which you believe to 
be unlawful, merely to ſecure the incomes of your 
benefice, they are tempted to think, there is nothing 
in religion, or at leaſt, that you do not believe one 
word of it yourſelves. The people are aſtoniſhed, 

when they hear you preach againſt lying and hypo- 
criſy, or exhort them to be ſincere and ſerious in 
the divine worſhip, while they perceive you your- 
ſelves cannot poſſibly be ſincere and ſerious in a 
great part of it. And Welides, your reputation for 
common honeſty is upon this account, funk ſo low 
with them, that they cannot adventure to truſt you 


in any affair of lite, wherein you have any conſider- 
able 
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Þ 

þ able worldly temptations to induce you to act an 
12 unrighteous part. For the ſame conſcience, or ra- 
4 ther, the ſame want of conſcience, which allows 
5 you continually to aſſert that for ſacred truth, in 
$$ | the immediate preſence of a Heart- ſcarchipg Gd, 

4 which you believe to be inconfiſtent with his revel. 

1-8 ation, and derogatory from his honour as the moſt 


High; the people are ſenſible will allow you to do 


7: 


ous errors, and deſtructive hereſies, ſhe muſt diſ- 
own you, and look upon you, as unjuſt intruders 
into the benefices you now enjoy. Thele you ought 
honeſtly to quit, that they may be diſpoſed of to 
perſons worthy to fill them, ſuch as are her true 
and genuine ſons, who are ſound and orthodox in 
the faith, and who alone have a right to her reve- 
5 nues and promotions, You may as lawfully de- 
5 tain an eſtate from the right heir, as poſſeſs the 


| j any other wickedneſs, when you ſhall be as wel! 
2 paid for it, as you are for reading the prayers of 
Li Þ the church. Thus you have undermined all your re- 
3 putation : And what will you do to recover it? Veri. 
1 ly, you muſt either return to the faith of the church 
| 1" in the doctrine of the boly Trinity, or elſe you muſt 
8 throw up your benefices and commence diſſenters, ; 
1 i The church would rather you ſhould come to the 1 
1 acknowledgment of the truth, and be ſaved: but 4 
1 if you are inflexible and will ſtill perfiſt in danger- N 
4 
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L K ² ˙ ey, wu 


4 endowments of an orthodox church: and the world 
Wet tf is now convinced, that you would make no ſcruple 
1 of doing the former, for the ſake of private gain, 
4A if you could do it in as legal a way, and with as 

$ k | much impunity as you do the latter, If you would ; 

1 clear yourſelves from ſuch ſuſpicions, and would b 

Wl act a conſiſtent part, you muſt leave the ſervice of ; 
44 the church, which in*your conſciences you believe 
| 0 
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to be unlawful. It is in vain to plead, that you 
cannot conveniently throw up your benefices, be- 
cauſe without their incomes youcannot ſupport your- 
ſelves and families. If this be allowed to be a good 
excuſe in your caſe, the fame muſt be allowed to 
have been a good excuſe in all like caſes; and then 
there could have been no reformation from popery; 
nay, there could have been no Chriſtianity, If 
you had lived in our Saviour's days, and had had 
no More grace than you have now, you would cer- 
tainly have conformed to the ewiſb Church againſt 
your conſciences, rather than have ſuffeted for his 
fake, Do not you now venture to deny what you 
take to be the ſacred truth of Chriſt before men, 
every time you read the ſervice of the Church? 
you mult not then wonder, if he ſhould hereafter 
deny you before his heavenly Father. 

And, Gentlemen, ſuffer me co put one queſtion 
more to your conſciences, and that is, whether you 
do not find by experience, that your reading prayers 
and doxologies, which you do not believe, does 
not create, and ſenſibly increale in you, a careleſſ- 
neſs in all parts of divine worſhip, and leſſen your 
regard for the whole of the worſhip itſelf? If this 
be fo, pray have a care that it does not end in 
downright atheiſm? As much as I hate the pre- 
ſent diviſions in the church, yet I cannot help lay- 
ing, it is better to be an honeſt and fincere Diſſen- 
ter, than a hypocritical Prieſt of the pureſt and 
molt orthodox church in the world. And J heartily 
wiſh you would no longer continue to be the re- 
proach and ſcandal of the Church of England: but 
above all, my prayer for you is, that the merciful 
God would take pity upon you, and lead you into 
all his ſacred truth, and in al! the ways of piety and 
righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, that your ſouls: may be ſaved in tlie 
day of the Lord! 

Having finiſhed my addrets to the Arian clergy; 
I now turn to thoſe of the laity of the church of 
England, who continue in her communion, and 
yet have renounced her orthodox doctrines, parti- 


cularly that of the H and bleſſed Trinity. 


You, Gentlemen, I own, have one plea, which 
the Arian clergy have not; and that is, that you 
can pals over, and avoid repeating any thing in the 
liturgy, which you diſapprove, while the clergy 
muſt read all that comes in their way, whether they 
believe it or not, I am ſenſible, many Gentlemen 
take this method of ſtopping their mouths, and 
withholding their aſſent, when the prieſt reads, er 
the clerk and people devoutly repeat ſuch paſſages 
of the liturgy, as are utterly ſubvertive of the Arian 
ſcheme; but this falvo is not ſufficient ; for at this 
rate you may join in worſhip with a popiſh Church, 
and that whether you underſtand the latin prayers 
or not. If you do not happen to underſtand latin, 
then, while the prieſt is reading latin prayers, you 
may do the ſame as you now do, when the Miniſter 
of the pariſh reads thoſę parts of the liturgy, which 
you ſay you cannot poſſibly underſtand. What 
that is you know beſt, whether you pray ſecretly, or 
are entirely idle and thoughtleſs, or indulging vain 
thoughts. If you do underſtand the lain pray ers, then 
you may do the fame as you do with the liturgy ; 
that is join with the worſhip, where it is conſiſtent 
with your notions of religion, and keep ſilence, and 
with-hold your aſſent, when the prieſt and people 
about you are adoring: a crucifix, are worſhipping 
an image of God, are praying to ſaints and angels, 


or denouncing curles upon the proteſtants. The 
reaſons 
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reaſons why you cannot be members of ſuch a 
church, are * much reaſons, why you ſhould not 
be meinbers of the church of E: gland, until you 
have renounced the doctrines condemned by her. 
And think one moment, whether that principle of 
conduct can be good, righteous and eligible, which 
will admit you as well to be members of the ſuper rſti- 
rious and idolatrous church of Rome, as of the church 
of Eigland itſelf? nay, I cannot ſee why the princi- 
ple you act upon will not as well permit you to be 
{tated members of a Mahometan aſſembly; where you 
might avoid worſhipping Mahomet, exa- Aly | in the 
fame way as you now avoid giving ſupreme glory to 
God, the ſon, and Holy ghoſt : and yet, your being 
conſtant members of a Mahometdr aſſembly, eſpe- 
cially in a place where chriſtian churches were within 
your reach, would be an evidence, in the apprehen- 
ſion of all mankind, that you were really Mahomet- 
ons. Thus being conſtant members of an 0; thodox 
church, eſpecially i in a place where Arian conven- 
ticles are within your reach, is, in the apprehenſion 
of all mankind, an evidence that you are really or- 
tbodox too. It is in vain for you to proteſt againſt 
fact, It only lays open your ſelt— contradiction 
and hypocriſy the more. Suppoſe a bill was pre- 
ſented to a grandi jury, charging you with murder: 
ſuppoſe all the jury believed you guilty except my- 
ſelf; what would you think, what would you ſay 
of me, if I ſhould be intirely ſilent, when your 
bilk was before us; and to all outward appearance 
leem to give my conſent ? would you not charge me 
with prevarication, hypocriſy, cowardice, and a 
want of friendſhip? and would you admit it as a 
ſufficient excuſe, that I afterward declared againſt 
WY the bill, when I was gotten into other c com- 
| | ky +1071 9413 01 pany? 
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56 AN ADDRESS TO 
pany? would you not ſay that my proteſt comes 
too late; and that I ſhould have entered my 
proteſt in ſeaſon, while the bill was under con- 
ſideration? Let me put another caſe, which is ſtil] 
more exactly parallel: Suppoſe there are two 
muſic-meetings in the Town where you live, in one 
of which there is never any ſong allowed, but what 
you are convinced is perfectly conſiſtent with truth, 
religion and virtue; while in the other there are 
ſome profane and filthy ſongs mingled with the 
good? Suppoſe your daughter voluntarily choſe to 
attend the latter, and there ſhewed no diſlike to 
the profaneneſs and immodeſty of the ſongs, but 
ſeemed as much to join with theſe as with tuch ag 
were innocent, would you not ſeverely reprove 
and condemn her, and imagine that ſhe had too 
much love to obſcenity and impiety ? And ſuppoſe 
ſhe ſhould tell you, at home, that when ſhe was 
at the muſic-meeting, and bore a part in the tunes, 
ſhe either ſtopped, when the filthy paſſage occurred, 
or elſe ſung ſome other words; would you admit 
this as a ſufficient excuſe? Would you not infiſt 
upon it that it was her duty, there, upon the ſpot, 
to publiſh her diſlike, or rather to reſolve to go 
thither no more? And would you not think that 
her choo/ing to avoid the innocent club, and to fre- 
quent the vicious one, was a fign ſhe was grown in 
love with profaneneſs and immorality? And would 
you not urge, that her proteſting againſt fact would 
not ferve her turn? no. more will your proteſting 
againſt fact ſerve your's. Is there not all the ſame 
realon to condemn your own practice, which is 
exactly like it? If you really look upon the paſſages 
before recited out of our liturgy to be contrary 
to truth, and to the holy ſcripture, and to contain 
| in 
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in them contradictions and idolatry, is there not 
as much reaſon that you ſhould leave the commy- 
nion of the church, as that your daughter ſhould 
avoid profane muſic-meetings? The church can- 
not look upon you as ſound members: ſhe diſowns 
you, and renounces all relation to you, Act a 
conſiſtent part; either leave her worſhip, which 
you diſapprove, or elſe fulfil her earneſt wiſhes, viz, 


Learn to believe her m9 ſacred doctrines, and to 


adore the awful my/teries that the teaches : ſhe calls 
you back from error, and will-gladly receive and 
own you, upon your repenting and making acknow- 
ledgment of the truth. Leave your hypocriſy ; 
dare not any longer to trifle with men, and with a 
heart-ſearching God: be not aſhamed of the truth 


in an unbelieving and ſcoffing age: be faithful to 
death, and you ſhall inherit the crown of life. 
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A CATALOGUE of BOOKS SG 141. Boards, Printed for 
. ForxsoR, No. 72, St. Paul's Church Yard, Lon- 
don; and Sold by J. BowTz1 1, Cambridge. 


RIESTLEVLV's Inſtitutes, 2 vols. vo. ics. 
— HFiſtory of the Corrnptions of Chriſti- 
anity, 2 vols. 8 vo. 12s. 7) 


* — Theological Re gf! tory, 5 vals. II I IS. 

Yo — No. 1, 2, 3, of vol. 6t hy of do. 48. 6d. 

— —— Letters to Unbelievers, 2 vols 78. 

1 Defenceof Unitarianiſm for 1 58755 28. 6d. 

— EE BEM — General View of the Argiinients for the 
Unity of God; 2d. 

. — Appeal to the Serious and Candid Pro- 


feſſors of Chriſtianity, 6d. 
— — Familiar Illuſtrations of certain Paſt. Jages 


of Scripture, 6d. 


| 


_ Harmony of the Evangeliſts, in Eug. 


4to. 128. 
— — /itto Greek, 4to. T4s. 
— Hiſtory of Farly Opinions concerning 
Jeſus Chrilt, 4 vols. 8vo. 11. 4s. 
Lindſey's Hiſtorical View, 8vo. 6s. 6d. 
- Liturgy, bound, 4s. Gd. 
Examigation of the Plea for the Divinity of Chiiſt, 15.6d; 
Jebb's Works, 3 vols. 8vo. II. 1s. 
Friendly Dialogues between a Common Unitarian 
Chriſtian, and an Athanavian, 6d. 
Cardale's True D rind 58 > > 
Tracts, 4s. 6d. 
Hopkins's Appeal to the Common Senſe of all Ciuiſtian 
People, 2s. 6d. 
Anſwer to Jones on the Trinity, 3s. 
Towgood's Diſſent from the Church of England fully 
juſtified, 65. 6d. | 

Commentaries and Eſſays publiſhed by the Society for 

promoting the Knowledge of the Scriptures, 6s. 
Letter to the Caput, Is. 
Dr. Watts's Hymns and Moral Songs, for the Uſe of 

Children, reviſed and altered by a Lady, 6d. or 58, 


A dozen. 
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